
 

September 2022 

Volume 66, Issue 9 

First Baptist Church 

of Devine 

Inside this issue: 

FBC Devine 

September Newsletter 

Church family, 

There are very few if any, things in our world that we could claim are perfectly constant. 
Sure, the rising and setting of the sun are pretty constant, though the times of its rising and 
setting vary. The waves of the ocean are fairly constant, though the strength and size of 
those waves vary. Our closest relationships are relatively constant, but you and I both know 
that something could happen that could alter those relationships at any moment. We could 
develop a long list of so-called “constants” if we put in a little effort. However, if we were to 
pick it apart and really scrutinize it, we would probably discover that all those examples 
weren’t truly “constant” at all. To be “constant” means to be “never changing, never varying, 
always the same.” There is not much in this world that is truly constant. 
   
Occasionally I’m asked, “How are you doing?” Sometimes I answer, “I’m well! How are 
you?” At other times, I answer with a humorous tone, “I’m still alive!” And then there are 
times when I speak about what I don’t feel. You know those times, don’t you? You say, “I’m 
good” with your mouth when on the inside you feel like you’re the only one bearing the 
weight of an invisible struggle? Sometimes you’re about as high on the mountain as you 
can get, standing with arms held high above your head with the refreshing wind blowing all around you. Sometimes you’re 
so low in the valley you feel like even the slugs and the snails of the valley floor are looking down on you. Wouldn’t it be 
nice to be able to “stabilize” the things in your world? Wouldn’t it be nice to have a constant in the fluctuations of life? 
 
There is a constant. Jesus is that constant. He’s always there no matter the circumstance, no matter the season, no  
matter the emotion, no matter the success, and no matter the failure. Consider what Matthew recorded: 
 
And Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.”  He said, “Come.” So Peter got out 
of the boat and walked on the water and came to Jesus. But when he saw the wind, he was afraid, and beginning to sink 
he cried out, “Lord, save me.” Jesus immediately reached out his hand and took hold of him, saying to him, “O you of little 
faith, why did you doubt?” And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, 
“Truly you are the Son of God.” (Matthew 14:28–33, ESV) 
 
There is only one constant in this passage. It’s not the wind or the waves. The constant wasn’t the boat or the disciples. 
The constant was Jesus! Jesus was there when they were in the boat. Jesus was there when Peter was walking on water. 
Jesus was there to pull Peter up from sinking. Jesus was there when he rightly accused him of doubting. But, regardless 
of his success or failure, of his water-walking or faithless-sinking, of however we respond or whatever we’re going through 
in this life, Jesus is there for the children of God. When all else fails, and everything seems unstable, Jesus is always  
constant. 
 
With gratitude for the privilege of being your pastor, 
 

Pastor Dan 
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Dear Church Family, 
 
As I write this, we have finished serving our community through the Devine Food Distribution held in the 
church’s parking lot.  It is a joy to see as many brothers and sisters as possible coming to work with one 
another to express love to our neighbors.  It is a joy to see God’s body in action, caring for those we have an 
opportunity to serve.  I invite you to partner with this ongoing effort through prayer. 
 
Pray for the families we reach by providing food items, and pray for the conversations each volunteer has 
with one another and our guests.  Pray for the community partners that come to serve alongside FBC 
Devine to serve our community.  Pray for open doors for the Gospel to shine light into the lives of these 
families and their neighbors.  Finally, pray that the very love of God will be expressed and felt by all who 
serve and attend. 
 
I encourage you, both male and female, to sign up to serve with extended sessions on Sunday mornings.  
Please reach out to Ms. Ashley Stricker to sign up to cover Sundays during the Fall and Winter Schedule.  
As God leads you to serve the children of our community, you will actively express the importance of 
discipleship for the children you serve.  Your active service also plays an essential role in fulfilling the 
Great Commandment and Great Commission as we impress on children the Gospel and the way that the 
Gospel reaches from one generation to another by the power of the Living God.  Do not ignore this 
wonderful ministry and mission opportunity. 
 
Here are the Fall opportunities available to you to develop and grow in meaningful relationships as a  
community: 

 9/4-Children & Preschool Family Luncheon 

 9/23-Family Movie Night #1 

 9/24-Ladies Fellowship Luncheon 

 10/14-Family Movie Night #2 

 10/16-Youth Spaghetti Dinner & Dessert Auction 

 10/28-Family Movie Night #3 

 10/29-Ladies Fellowship Luncheon 
 
Be encouraged, “Watch yourselves, that you do not lose what we have accomplished, but you may receive a 
full reward.  Anyone who goes too far and does not abide in the teaching of Christ, does not have God; the 
one who abides in the teaching, he has both the Father and the Son. 1 

 

-Bro. Carlos Garduño Ramírez 

 

______________________ 
1 New American Standard Bible: 1995 update (2 Jn 8–9). (1995). The Lockman Foundation. 

 

 

 

"Equipping All Generations to Impact Lives for Christ"   

https://ref.ly/logosres/nasb95?ref=BibleNASB95.2Jn8&off=0&ctx=d+the+d%EF%BB%BFantichrist.%0a~+8+a%EF%BB%BFWatch+yourselve
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3 Franklin Thomas 9 Marc Ovalle 17 Seth Whitley 21 Matt Richard 

4 Ruth Outlaw  Wayne Salzman 18 Tammy McDonald 23 Darrel Harriman 

 Frances Unger 10 Nancy Briscoe  Ray Radicke  James Spivey 

6 Sherry Hebert  Poppy George  Lupe Ramirez 26 Bill Bain 

 Melissa Wood  Alec Ovalle  Tristen Wood 27 Lily Newburg 

8 Olga Alvarez 12 Yvette Newburg 20 Sharie Miller 29 David Breiten 

 Sissy Clawson 14 Orlando Herrera  Amy Thomas  Luke Brown 

 Travis Lawler 15 Nicole Arche  Mitzie Wood 30 Kim Cook 

 Deanna Shelton 16 Isaiah Herrera 21 Judy Anderson  Ethel Eggleston 

 Scott Taylor 17 Peggy Chandler  Chad Parson  Zoe Gonzales 

To Stretch Us for Greater Growth 

Romans 5:3-4 

“As you know, pearls are some of the world’s most beautiful jewels. They are naturally hard, yet incredibly 

smooth and perfectly round. As you may not know, they are the products of pain. A perfect, precious 

pearl is the product of a healed wound. That is what makes a pearl so precious.  

 

We must not forget that God is a lot more interested in our character than He is our comfort. He is  

willing to allow us to experience difficulties in order to realize development. Our heavenly Father is willing 

to let us fall down and skin our knees a few times in order for us to learn to walk. He will let us go 

through some pains so we can make some gains. God has a way of using jagged, ugly, crushing brokenness 

to develop deep and beautiful wholeness in the lives of His people. We could start in Genesis with the 

seemingly impossible dreams of Abraham and Joseph, go through the wilderness with Moses, visit broken-

hearted Hannah, run for our lives with David, be taken captive with Daniel, and cry our eyes out with  

Jeremiah. We could weep bitterly with Peter and be knocked on our face with Paul. Alongside Mary, we 

could witness the nightmare of the execution of her son Jesus.  

 

Again and again, in every case, we would see the skillful hand of the Master Craftsman somehow using the 

worst of agonies to create amazing courage and character. Clay that cooperates with the potter is crafted 

into beautiful, useful pots. 
 

Why do bad things happen to good people? Because in the hands of God, pain can help us grow and forge 

our character.” 

 

“From 21 Reasons Bad Things Happen to Good People, published by Barbour Publishing, Inc. Used by permission.” 

IHS, 

Johnny 



 

 

 

 

Pray About Your Gift to 

Texas Missions: 

Mary Hill Davis Offering 

Week of Prayer 

September 11 - 17, 2022 

State Goal $3.6 Million 

FBC Goal $8,000 
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“Choir News” 
 

Join us every Sunday at 6:00 p.m.  
for rehearsal. 

We hope voices from all ages will join 
as we rehearse 

“The Carols of Christmas” 
 

You will be blessed by this music. 

FEEDING DEVINE:  FOOD DISTRIBUTION 

Monday, September 26, 2022 

8:30 a.m. - Breakfast for volunteers 

9:00 a.m. Prepare food for 
distribution 

Distribution begins about 11:00 a.m.  

 

Please come volunteer and receive 
a blessing by showing love for our 

neighbors in the community. 

         
 
 

 
By Baptism:                  By Statement:               

     Steven Vasquez            Evart Outlaw 
     Isaiah Herrera            Linsey Outlaw 
     Jeremiah Herrera            Jane Outlaw 
     Evan DeLeon             Amy Outlaw 

Children & Preschool Family Luncheon 

Sunday, September 4, 2022 ~ 12:00-2:00 p.m. 

A meal provided by  

both children's and pre-school  

committees to encourage fellowship  

among the church's children  

and their families. 

Come meet some of the newest faces 

in our congregation! 

 

Service Opportunity 

The Devine Food Pantry is 

looking for a few more volunteers 

for Lytle HEB’s Bread-Pickup 

Team. For more information, 

call the church office at 

(830) 663-4408. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 
10:00 a.m. 
Devine Health 
& Rehab Clinic 
Worship 

2 
Church Office 
Closed 

3 
7:30 a.m. Men’s 
Prayer Time 
(Fellowship Hall) 

4 
12:00-2:00 
p.m. Children’s 
& Preschool 
Family Lunch 

5 
Office Closed for 
Labor Day 
 

6 
6:30 p.m. 
Deacon’s 
Meeting (F. H.) 
Women’s 
Chronological 
Bible Study (F. 
H.) 

7 
5:30 p.m. 
Fellowship 
Meal 
6:30 p.m. 
Equip for All 
Ages 

8 
10:00 a.m. 
Devine Health 
& Rehab Clinic 
Worship 

9 
Church Office 
Closed 

10 
7:30 a.m. Men’s 
Prayer Time 
(Fellowship Hall) 

11 
4:00 p.m. 
Church 
Conference 
(F.H.) 

12 13 

 

14 
5:30 p.m. 
Fellowship 
Meal 
6:30 p.m. 
Equip for All 
Ages 

15 
10:00 a.m. 
Devine Health 
& Rehab Clinic 
Worship 
12:00 p.m.  
Ruth / Esther 
S.S. Class 
Luncheon 
(F.H.) 
 

16 
Church Office 
Closed 
 

 

17 
7:30 a.m. Men’s 
Prayer Time 
(Fellowship Hall) 

18 
3:00 p.m. 
Church Council 
Meeting (F.H.) 

19 
 

20 21 
5:30 p.m. 
Fellowship 
Meal 
6:30 p.m. 
Equip for All 
Ages 

22 
10:00 a.m. 
Devine Health 
& Rehab Clinic 
Worship 
10:30 a.m. 
Game Day 
(Fellowship 
Hall) 

23 
Church Office 
Closed 
Fall Family 
Movie Night 
“Sing 1” 

24 
7:30 a.m. Men’s 
Prayer Time 
(Fellowship Hall) 
8:00 a.m. Baptist 
Men’s Fellowship 
(F.H.) 
12:00-3:00 p.m. 
Women’s 
Luncheon (F.H.) 

25 26 
8:30 a.m. 
Feeding 
Devine:  Food 
Distribution at 
FBC Devine 

27 
 

28 
5:30 p.m. 
Fellowship 
Meal 
6:30 p.m. 
Equip for All 
Ages 

29 
10:00 a.m. 
Devine Health 
& Rehab Clinic 
Worship 

30 
Church Office 
Closed 

 

Mary Hill Davis:  Texas State Missions Week of Prayer State Goal $3.6 Million FBC Goal $8,000 



308 West Hondo Avenue 

P. O. Box 468 

Devine, Texas 78016 

Phone: 830-663-4408 

Fax: 830-663-5734 
 

We exist for worship, 

evangelism/missions, 

discipleship, & ministry in 

obedience to the commission 

of Christ. 

We’re on the 

Web! 

fbcdevine.org 

First Baptist Church 

Monthly Newsletter 

September Meetings 

Every Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. 

Prayer under the pecan tree (Briscoe Lot across from FBC) 

Every Wednesday at 5:30 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. 

Fellowship Meal (Fellowship Hall) 
Equip for all ages 

Every Thursday at 10:00 a.m. 

Devine Health & Rehab Center Worship Service 

Every Saturday at 7:00 a.m. 

Men’s Prayer Time (Fellowship Hall) 

Tuesday, September 6th 

6:30 p. m. Deacons Meeting (Fellowship Hall) 
6:30 p.m. Ladies’ Chronological Bible Study (F.H. Foyer Side) 

Sunday, September 11th 

4:00 p.m. Regular Church Conference (Fellowship Hall) 
Thursday, September 15th 

12:00 p.m. Ruth / Esther S. S. Class Luncheon (F.H.) 

Sunday, September 18th 

3:00 p.m. Church Council Meeting (Fellowship Hall) 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, September 22nd 

10:30 a.m. Game Day (Fellowship Hall) 

Saturday, September 24th 

8:00 a.m. Baptist Men’s Fellowship (Fellowship Hall) 

12:00 p.m. Women’s Luncheon (Fellowship Hall) 

Monday, September 26th 

8:30 a.m. Feeding Devine:  Food Distribution at FBC Devine 

Saturday, August 27th 

8:30 a.m. Baptist Men’s Fellowship (Fellowship Hall) 

 

Check out www.fbcdevine.org 

There is a link to our FBC Facebook 

page where you can watch the sermon live! 

We are also now on YouTube. 

Check it out and Subscribe! 

 

Newsletter Articles for October 2022 

Due in the church office by September 20th 


