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Church family,
“Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the
gospel of God”
Romans 1:1 (ESV)

Paul opens his letter to the church at Rome as a servant of God, more
specifically, he identifies himself as a servant of Christ Jesus. In the
language that Paul writes this letter, the word he uses for servant is also
very often translated as slave. I believe that generally speaking, Paul did
view himself as a slave, within the framework of Greco-Roman slavery. We
must avoid imposing pains of American slavery upon what the apostle of
God is communicating here - Paul had been purchased by, is now owned
by, and is being provided for by his owner, Jesus Christ.
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As the owner of a slave would customarily do, Paul was given his purpose and assignment by the
Lord Jesus. Paul was called to be an apostle, a messenger, a herald to proclaim the Good News of
the Lord Jesus Christ! Paul was set apart for the gospel of God. As Paul writes this, he is using
language that would have spoken to a Jewish audience, that is the language of holiness. Educated
religious types would have understood that God alone is holy and God extends His holiness to those
things which have been committed and dedicated for God’s service. In belonging to God, God has
made Paul to belong to, or to set him apart for, the gospel.
What does it mean to belong to the gospel? Certainly, in summation, this is the Good News of Jesus
Christ, His Incarnation, His works, His death, and His resurrection. In my belonging to the gospel, my
life is woven into Christ’s, into the very story of God, in which there is evidence - or fruit - to the
transformation, Jesus has done in me through His resurrection. We each who are in Christ are set
apart for the gospel of God, though we may not be called to full-time ministry. I leave this month’s
article with these questions for you to consider. I encourage you to discuss them at your dinner
table with your family or over coffee with your brothers and sisters in Christ:
1. Where is the evidence of Christ’s transformation in my life?
2. What in my life am I keeping from Jesus to bring life to?
3. What is my place of ministry?
As we continue to return from the effects of the pandemic, resist the urge to be sucked back into
the old patterns of acting and believing from the other side of the pandemic. Unless we act with
relentless energy and passion, the magnetic pull of the familiar and the routine will soon douse the
small flames of renewal that have emerged.
As the Lord has done throughout time, in His grace He is shepherding us together.
Pastor Dan
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Join us for choir rehearsal every Sunday at 6:00 p.m.
We rehearse the music for the next Sunday and
work on musical offerings for future worship services.
We have a great time making music to praise our Lord
and fellowshipping with one another.
Come Join Us!
Prayer Strategy May 2021
I thank you Lord that neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation can separate
me from your love.
Lord, may Your peace, which transcends all understanding flow over me and guard my heart
and mind.
Father, thank You for Your grace and power, which reassure and calm me.
Lord, show me how You are looking at my loneliness. What do You want me to see or
understand about this thing I am going through?
I want to draw closer to You because You love me more than I can ever imagine and have
promised to never leave me.
Father, I am glad that when we confess our struggles to our friends, it builds relationships
and shows us that we are not alone.
Jesus, when I am lonely, I sometimes focus only on myself. Lord, strengthen me to look
beyond my own wants and problems so I can reach out to others and create relationships.
Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. Galatians 6:2 esv

RA / Challenger Camp at Alto Frio
June 21 - 25, 2021
RA/Challenger Camp will be held at Alto Frio Baptist Encampment
June 21-25 for boys who have completed the 3rd through
12th grades. For details contact: David Cooke at 210-319-0921
davidglenncooke@gmail.com
For additional information go to www.altofrio.com and click on Summer Camps under Events
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Discipleship Training Class

Ruth / Esther Luncheon

Sunday, May 2nd at 3:00 p.m.
Creationism vs Evolutionism

Thursday, May 20th 12:00 p.m.

This will be the final class.
led by Tommy Ramirez.

Great news! We are beginning
the Ruth / Esther S.S. Luncheon
this month on Thursday, May 20th at noon.
Please call Sandy Harriman for more info.

MEMORIAL DAY PICNIC
SUNDAY, MAY 30, 2021
Immediately following the Worship Service
there will be a church-wide picnic.
FBC will provide the hamburgers.
Please bring your favorite
sides and desserts.
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Spring Movies
The final movie will be
Pilgrim’s Progress.
Friday, May 7th
(Movie time - 8:00 p.m.)

Youth Happenings
Calling all Seniors! Senior Recognition
Day
will be May 23rd at 10:30 a.m. service.
There are still a few spots left for Camp Zephyr. A
$50 deposit reserves your spot. Please get with
Jerry Martin at 210-296-7892 or bring your deposit
to Wednesday Night Youth or Sunday School.
All current 6th-12th graders are eligible.
Camp will be June 21st-25th.

Reminder!
Sunday School begins at
9:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship begins at
10:30 a.m.

Mission
Devine
Matthew 22:36 “Love thy Neighbor as thy self”
June 7 - 12, 2020
"YOU are Needed"
Become Part of Something Wonderful - Give of Yourself
Team Leaders - Skilled
• Skilled Trades professional volunteers are the backbone of the Mission Devine repair efforts,
providing technical know-how with everything from roofing to plumbing,
assessment to planning.
Volunteer Helpers - Of all sorts and sizes
• Service Volunteers step in when there are large projects that require a comparatively little experience. Examples include cleaning, painting, landscaping, moving furniture and appliances,
etc.
• Support Volunteers provide everything from; helping feed the many service volunteers
throughout the workweek, to helping project leaders gather materials and supplies, to hospitality and homeowner support, to being on a prayer team.
• Everyone can make a difference! Help us provide a safe and healthy home to someone in your
neighborhood. Volunteer today!

May Meetings
Sunday, May 2nd
3:00 p.m. Creationism vs Evolutionism led by Tommy Ramirez
Monday, May 3rd
7:00 p.m. Deacons Meeting (Fellowship Hall)
7:00 p.m. Ladies’ Bible Study-Reading through the
Chronological Bible (F.H.)
Sunday, May 16th

Check out www.fbcdevine.org
There is a link to our FBC
Facebook page where you can watch
the sermon live!
We are also now on YouTube.
Check it out and Subscribe!

4:00 p.m. Church Conference (Fellowship Hall)

308 West Hondo Avenue
P. O. Box 468
Devine, Texas 78016
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Due in the church office by May 20th

Phone: 830-663-4408
Fax: 830-663-5734

Newsletter Articles for June 2021

The normal Sunday schedule is:
9:15 a.m. Sunday School - all ages
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
5:00 p.m. Praying the Scripture
6:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal

We exist for worship,
evangelism/missions,
discipleship, & ministry in
obedience to the commission
of Christ.

6:30 p.m. Baptist Men’s Fellowship (F.H.)

Regular Sunday Schedule

We’re on the
Web!

Thursday, May 27th

fbcdevine.org

Thursday, May 20th
12:00 p.m. Ruth / Esther S.S. Class Luncheon (F.H.)

