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Church family,
“As

you sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world”
John 17:18 (ESV)

Hours before going to the cross, Jesus prayed.
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He went to a place known as the garden of Gethsemane to spend time with His Father, lifting petitions to
Him. Jesus prayed for Himself, the soon-to-be apostles, as well as you and I. In the first five verses of John
17, Jesus prayed for Himself to be glorified. In the next fourteen verses, Jesus prayed for His disciples to be
sanctified, and we can conclude from the passage that a point of application is about how we are IN the
world, but we are not OF the world. In the last seven verses, Jesus prayed for us, the Church. He prayed for
all of us who would believe because of the testimony of the original disciples. Isn’t it exciting to know that
you and I can be the answer to Jesus’ prayer?
We can begin to be the answer to the Lord’s prayer first by our recognition that Christ has given His
Church a mission to proclaim the gospel of the kingdom, teach the gospel of the kingdom and live the gospel
of the kingdom (Mark 1:14-15). And in this most precious prayer before He went to the cross, our Lord
prayed that we (the Church) would carry out this mission.
Mission was what was on the heart of Jesus hours before His death. This is ever so constant in my mind and
prayers. If the Lord’s mission for you and I is on your mind as well, then it should give us cause to continually
assess where we are as a local church in relationship to the mission that the Lord has given to us. In doing
this, a first point of reference is something that many organizations have, including our church - a mission
statement. First Baptist Church’s current mission statement is as follows:

We exist for worship, evangelism, missions, discipleship, and ministry, in obedience to the Commission of Christ.
I would like to ask you to read and to pray. Read John 17 once per week over the next month to see an
aspect of the heart of Jesus. And as you pray, consider where we are, and you are, in relationship to what
Jesus prayed for. Consider if our mission statement, as it is presently expressed, aligns with what Jesus has
commissioned His Church to do.
In His service and yours,
Pastor Dan
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Join us for choir rehearsal every Sunday at 6:00 p.m.
We rehearse the music for the next Sunday and
work on musical offerings for future worship services.
We have a great time making music to praise our Lord
and fellowshipping with one another.
Come Join Us!
July Prayer Strategy
In place of the normal Prayer Strategy this month I wanted to let you all know what a great
group of missionaries you sent to Kentucky. Every single one of them answered God’s call
and served cheerfully at every task they were ask to do. To say that they gave 100% is an
understatement. I believe lives have been changed.
So, thank you Mission Kentucky Team! Thank you to the Prayer Team and all of those that
made this trip possible with your prayers and finances.
As I have told the team: we have returned from Kentucky but, the mission is not over. Please
join me in praying for God’s direction in where we go from here.
You all are part of God’s mission here at FBC Devine.
And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” Then
I said, “Here I am! Send me.” Isaiah 6:8 esv

Youth Happenings
The youth would like to thank all the sponsors who went on the Camp Zephyr trip. The students
and sponsors both had an amazing time learning and drawing closer to God. We want to thank all
the parents for trusting us to take your children on this incredible trip. During camp many of our
youth come back with renewed sense of faith and direction. I ask that you encourage your
children to stay on the path that the Lord has called them towards. It is only with the help,
encouragement, patience, and teaching of parents that can guide your child to their full potential
in Christ.
The Youth Department
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3 Scott Duffer
Diana Ramirez
4 Edwin Goede

9 Marty Lawler

13 Karen Bain

Tracy Wilson

Carol Crouch

26 Debbie Andrews

Jesse Yantis

Isac Ovalle

28 Reagan Wagner

Jerry Martin

10 Rita Clark

16 Becky Shuler

Mark Spielman

12 Caroline Anderson

17 Brianna Schaefer

Carson Tilley

25 Caitlyn Breiten

Makayla Breiten

29 Diana Perez
Vici Singleton

Cassidee Wood

Jamie Walker

5 Outlaw Walker

Carl Ross Chandler

18 Roberta Dossey

6 Marilyn Nighswander

Elaine Heathcock

19 Kari Davis

Dalees Moore

8 Deborah Napier

Kenneth Nighswander

20 Rob Buvinghausen

Landon Wilkins

Martha Ovalle
9 Kevin Beadle

Ken Nighswander
Ken Wagoner

Bethany Newburg

30 Tricia Lipscomb

31 Cheri Trogden

23 Ken Bowyer

Mission Kentucky
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DESTINATION DIG VBS
Excavate the Truth

Grab your pickaxe and shovel!
JULY 5TH—JULY 9TH 8:30 A.M. UNTIL NOON, 1ST THROUGH 5TH GRADES
VBS 2021 is headed to present-day Israel where discovery awaits at Destination Dig.

Kids will unearth more than dirt as
they dig up exciting evidence that
proves biblical events were not just
stories.
As junior archaeologists, kids will
explore real-life archaeological finds
that have helped to uncover the truth
about Jesus! Along the way, they’ll
discover the truth of Jeremiah 29:13,
that God reveals Himself to us when
we seek and search for
Him with all our hearts.

Register for V.B.S. at www.fbcdevine.org
Register Online Now!
Go to www.fbcdevine.org/ministries
or scan the QR code
Call the church office at
830-663-4408 for more info.

Regular Sunday Schedule
Sunday School begins at 9:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship begins at 10:30 a.m.
Praying the Scriptures in the fellowship hall at 5:00 p.m.
Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal in the chapel at 6:00 p.m.

July Meetings
Every Tuesday at 10:00 a.m.
Prayer under the pecan tree (Briscoe Lot across from FBC)
Every Thursday at 10:00 a.m.
Devine Health & Rehab Center Worship Service
Every Saturday at 7:00 a.m.
Men’s Prayer Time (Fellowship Hall)
Monday, July 5th
7:00 p.m. Deacons Meeting (Fellowship Hall)
7:00 p.m. Ladies’ Bible Study-Reading through the
Chronological Bible (F.H.)
Sunday, July 11th

Check out www.fbcdevine.org
There is a link to our FBC
Facebook page where you can watch
the sermon live!
We are also now on YouTube.
Check it out and Subscribe!

4:00 p.m. Church Conference (Fellowship Hall)
Thursday, July 15th
12:00 p.m. Ruth / Esther S. S. Class Luncheon (F.H.)

Newsletter Articles for August 2021
Due in the church office by July 20th

Thursday, July 29th
6:30 p.m. Baptist Men’s Fellowship (F.H.)
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